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Satire’s my toeapun; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, skarpers, and director:.— Porn. 
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ANOTHER CHAPTER 
OF THE 


EXPLOITS OF THE BOROWGHMONGERS, 
From the Records of Petersfield. 


— ats 


Wherever a boroughmonger places his foot, there is sure te 
be mischief spring up; and whatever he touches with his hands 
becomes from that moment accursed in its nature, and pervert- 
ed from its original purposes, if they were good. We have seen 
the Government of the country slide gradually into their hands: 
seen every liberty and privilege of the people bartered away 
for the emolument of these oppressors! ‘There is vothing too 
high for their ambition,—nothing too low for their avarice ; and 
whether it is the pillege, or perversion of a charity, or the 
plunder and degradation of -an enrpire, these borough. gen- 
tlemen are equally athome. ‘“ Allis fish that comes fo their 
net :"—-the derg: are profitable, and the smaél are sweet :—and 
as they all turn to good account, either for eating, or selling, 
they retain an insatiable relish for their business. Lord Lons- 
dale, the /essee,and trustee, of the estate belonging to St. Bee's 


charity; who modestly lets to himself for a trifle, what brings 
Vou 1X, No. 22. 
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him in annually a princely revenue, isa good proof of this posi- 





tion, Had he not been a potent boroughmonger, his lease 
would have been cancelled long ago. But he is teo strong for 
either law or equity to cope with; and, being ina condition to 
langh at beth, his fease maintains his power, and his power 
defends his ease. He is one of the blown-up porpoises of the 
system; and we must take care how we approach the scene of 
his gambols with our little bark—so we shall turn to more ordi- 
nary fry, and throw our net into the Petersfield) sink of 
borough corruption. 

Our readers are aware of the degraded condition of this 
pecket berough of Squire Jolliffe! and of the spirited endea- 
vours of the electors, and a pubhe spinted individual, to get 
the borough out of the breeches pocket of this redoubtable 
Esquire; who hasbeen driven to strange shifts to hold fast his 
interest. Hitherto he has contrived to cling to the boat ; bat if 
the courts of law have spint to do jusiice, ina case where 
they cannot mistake their duty, lie must be shortly cut adrift, 
and sent to seek lis fortune, with * the world all before him, 
where fo chuse his jlace of rest;” though we cannot, in the 
couciuding words of the passage in Miltcn, pay Squire Jollifle 
the compliment of believing that “ Providence’ will take any 
trouble to be lis guide. 

Tis agents have lorg continued to set the law, and the 
charter of the horough at defiance, by means of such faggot- 
voters as have been manufactured in most boroughs to defeat 
the reality of an election, by a deceptive fraud ;—and so strong 
a hankering is there after ‘ customs,” which are found to be 
favourable to despotism, that it requires the strength of Her- 
cules, and the wisdom of Ulysses, to drag any offender from 
between the horns of a borough altar ;—but we are inclined to 
believe that secure hold will be taken of Squire Jollifie, in more 
ways than one; for another ef his entreichments has been 
stormed, anda lodgiment fairly effected in the breach. 

The monks of old were always accustomed to fix the scite of 
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their monastic rookeries, in the most fertile places. Near them 
are certain to be found the richest pastures, and the most fruit- 
ful soils. Thus a boroughmonger always prefers a borough, 
Where there isa Charity, a College, or Alms-houses, or any 
other mode in which the investiture of funds confers patronage 
on the disposal of them, It was, therefore, a very great ad- 
vantage to "Squire Jolliffe, that there should be a charitable 
foundation at Petersfield, called Churcher’s College. 1t was 
not quite so fat a charity as that of St. Bees’ School :—but the 
foiliffes ave only commoners, as yet, and might be content with 
picking a bone that @ Jord would hardly deem worth his trouble 
to notice. The funds were origmadly small; the founder leav- 
ing only 3,060]. Bank Stock, and SOOl. in South Sea Annuities, 
to maintain a master, at a salary of 401. per annum; and to 
educate, board, lodge, and clothe, ten, or more boys, as the 
funds might be adequate. This bequest was made in 1722; 
and a sum of 500] was added by the founder, to build an ap- 
propriate edifice for the intended purpose. Ten pounds per 
annum was allowed for each boys board; and two pounds 
for each boys clothing. The original bequest produced 182]? 
per annum ; while the contemplated expenditure was one huna 
dred and 60 pounds, leaving a surplus of 221. for any incidental 
expences, repairs, &c. We must be a little particular in the 
detail of these matters, for the spirit of the ‘* borough oligarchs’? 
is admirably illustrated by the result; and though this is but a 
solitary case, we believe it has many parallels throughout the 
ceuntry. 

‘The management of this charity was only for the period of 
twenty-two years, conducted according to the will of the foun 
der :—for in 1744, an application was made to the omnipotent 
Parliament, to set aside the will, and to reduee the number of 
schvJars, upon such ridiculous pretences as ought to have been 
dismissed with indignation by an honest legislature. It was 
said the funds were inadequate; but by a reference to the 
prices of 1722, and 1744, there is no reason to believe that 
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any material difference existed :—and as to the pretence thet 
parents were not willing to suffer their children to be brought 
up as mariners, and placed in the service of the East India 
Compaiiy, it is impossible to believe that such a town could not 
furnish twice the number of ten children, whose parents would 
have been glad to provide for them so well. 

‘Zhe mere setting aside of the will was an unjustifiable exer- 
cise of power on the part of the legislature; aid we are quite 
satisfied that it was to facilitate the exercise of borough patron- 
age, that such an application was nade and granted. An act 
was Obtained to deviate from the intention of the founder, 
before he had been 22 years in his grave ;—and the very lead- 
‘ng object he had in view was defeated, by granting the trustees 
power to bind the loys to other trades, and to decrease the 
number of scholars according to their ideas of the inadequacy 
of the funds. This effected, and the charity placed in the 
hands of the boroughmonger, and the scholarships became 
bribes to maintain parliamentary interest. A favourite family, 
which would not have wished more than one child educated for 
the sea, might be accommodated with the education of Aalf-a- 
dozen, to bind out to different trades; and the discretion of 
the trustees to reduce the number, gave them the power of 
rejecting any they might dislike, ovt of pretence of wanting 
funds ! 

This measure it appears, was effected before the ancestors of 
these Jolliffes’ became proprietors of the borough; but it came 
into their hands soon afterwards, and the conditioa of the cha- 
rity might have been a strong inducement to them to become 
proprietors. Soon after 1744, it fell into the hands of the 
Jolliffes’ ; and, with the borough, as a matter of course, the 
management of this charity :—since that period it has remained 
under the sole direction of the head of that family, with the 
nominal assistance of a few uncles and cousins, placed like the 
boitles end boxes of the starved apothecary in Romeo anc 


duliet, “to make up a shew.” Until a decision in the Vice 
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(hancellor’s Court, on the 18th instant, the play-bil/ of the 
performance of the trustee-ship appears fo have run thus ;— 
The part of Hilton Jolliffe, Esq. by Hilton Jolliffe, Esq. 

Thos. Sam. Jollifie, Esy. by Hilton Jolliffe, Esq. ! 
Samuel Twyford, Esq. by Hilton Jolliffe, Ksq.! ! 
-——— Rev. Wim. J. Jolliffe, Esq. by Hilton Jolliffe, Esq.!!! 














Rev.T. R. Jolliffe, Esq. by Hilton Jolliffe, Esq.:tt:'t 

The reader will readily perceive that this list of the characters 
played by the head squire, throws Mr. Elliston’s boasted per- 
formance of the Three Singles complet ‘ly into the back-ground ! 
Only see how very meagre an extract from the play-bills of Mr. 
Elliston will appear after it :— 





Peregrine Single, Mr. Elliston! 
Pertinax Single, Mr. Elliston! 
Perceval Single, Mr. Elliston! 

Our favorite comedian must retire and hide hisdiminished 
vays, before the puff, at least, of squire Hilton ! But as far as the 
performance, goes the friends of Mr. E. need not be alarmed 3 
since it appears that squire Hilton played no part well but Ais 
own: probably thinking the characters of the others, though 
they sounded well in the bills, were too insignificant to be no- 
ticed:—or probably they might all be so like his own, as not 
tu be worth the repetition. But we must return to our his- 
tory. 

A Mr. John Jolliffe appears to have been the first of the 
family who undertook to manage this charity: and notwith- 
standing the inadequacy of the funds he contrived to die indebt- 
ed to the charity in the small sum of 169]. Now we think there 
was but little honour in this. The manager of funds which 
belong to the poor, has no right to keep them one moment in 
his pocket, longer than absolute necessity requires. Sir Wil- 
liam Curtis, we are aware, has had thousands of the London 
Orphan’s Fund m his hands at ence; but he has not encreased 
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his reputation by the practice; and if we had any authority in 
the courts of equity, the moment any man was convicted of 
making hut one peuny, or even injuring the fund of a charity, 
by one peuny, from any personal use of the funds, or any 
neglect to use them for the advantage of the charity, we woulkd 
instantly deprive him of ail means of future mischief to the in- 
terests of the poor. [t is shameful that rich and respectable 
men should thus be found in debt to the indigent. Nor is an 
after payment any recompense. It is the diving poor at the 
period of the abstraction of the funds, who are aggrieved ; and 
any payment ata future period, to other persons, is no re- 
compense tothem. This sum, however, it seems has nerer been 
repaid. Mr. Thomas Samuei Jolliffe, it is true who has been 
called a trustee ever since 1769, but who has never acted for 
the last thirty years, swears that he did pay this sum to the 
successor of his father, Mr. John Jolliffe. This szecessor was 
his brother Mr. William Jolliffe, who died in 1803, indebted 
to thesociety besides this sum of 1691. in the further sum of 
16521. :—leaving his two places of Acad trustee and treasurer, to 
his son, Hilton Jolliffe, who succeeded to his property —but who 
has never paid either of the sums above mentionedto the charity 
which has thus lost the use and interest of a sum almost equal 
to half of the original bequest’ This is the mode of managing 
charities in England, under boroughmongering auspices! Tlie 
revenues were found insufficicnt to carry into effect the will of 
the donor :—yet they are sufficient to leave one treasurer in 
debt 169].; and another 16521! And as if a reserved fund 
were wanted, to accommodate future treasurers, the present 
trustees have been drawing only 2901. per annum, for the pur- 
poses of the charity, when the real income of the College was 
in fact 500]. per anoum; by which means there has been an 
accumulation of 15701.; which was left unproductive in the 
hands of the Accountant General from i816 to 1819, to 
the loss of the charity, and to the actual robbery of those who 
were legally entitled to profit from the institution, So much 














THE BLACK DWARF. 763 


for the decay of the funds, which rendered it necessary to 
apply to the Parliament, to set aside the will of the founder, 
and reduce the number of scholars, in equal contempt of his 
reliance upon the law, and the ordinary principles of justice. 

Mr. Hilton Jollitie, to account fur his vou payment of this 
balance, declares that his father died insolvent! This is odd! 
A boroughmonger die insolvent! Ceme, come, we know bo- 
roughmongering is a very good trade —and a staunch Ministe- 
rial hound will be sure to catch game, whether the times are 
favourable or not. Mr. Wetherell stated in Court, thet the 
personal property of this deceased boroughmonger, whea the 
will was proved, was about ten thvusand pounds! This was, 
of course, independent of his real estate, or freehold property, 
to which Mr. Hilton Jolliffe succeeded ; and which the Vice 
Chancellor calls, ‘‘ a great property.” Now, it is true, a man 
may die insolvent, although he dies possessed of a great pro- 
perty ; for he may owe more iiian he dies possessed of, and 
then he would die insolveri. Still, however, the property be- 
longs to the creditors; and if there is not enough for all, what 
there is should be divided amongst them in equal proportions, 
Perhaps in point of equity, the money thus due toa public 
charity of which he was the receiver, ought to have been paid 
in full, out of the first proceeds of the estate ; as ordinary cre- 
ditors could have no claim to money abstracted in this manner 
from the funds of a charitable institution. It could not be 
quite so bad, as dividing the spoils of a highwayman among his 
legal creditors; but it would be nearly as unjust, to allow mo- 
nies belonging to the poor, and abstracted from their funds, 
to be applied to the discharge of the private debis of “a rich and 
‘* yesprclable boroughmonger,”’ because he chooses, or chances, 
to die insolvent. 

But, if we were to allow, that the clarity was to sustain a 
loss in proportion to the losses of the other creditors, why 
should it be placed in a worse condition? ‘Though Squire Hil- 

step says, and swears, his father died insolvent, hie dees not ven- 
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ture to swear, or even to say, that his father died without army 
property. He does not say his father was worth nothing ; and 
the current report is, that his father’s personal property 
amounted to something near fen thousand pounds. This 
Squire Hilton was bound to divide, at least, proportionately 
between ALL the creditors. Where, then, is there any pay- 
ment to the charity? Nota single shilling bas been repaid > 
although the father died in 1803 —a period of nineleen years ; 
notwithstanding an order from the other trustees, on his ap- 
pointment, to pay the balance due from his father to the fund ? 
at which time it does not appear that either himself or the 
trustees, thought the deceased insolvent!!! Has Squire Hilton 
treated ALLhis father’s creditors in the same manner ?—Has 
he taken no notice of any of their debts for nineteen years ? We 
do not believe they would have let him rest so quietly, as the 

kind trustees of the family appointment. Common creditors 
would have refreshed his memory a little by an occasional call, 
to know what was coming to them, They would not have 
been contented with a bare allegation that there were no assets : 
—butthe family trustces, of course would take the word of the 
head of the family—if, indeed, they dare venture even to ask 

for that trifling salvo to their own eunseiences ! However, this 
is the fact. The money remains unpaid. All the parties who 

ought to have benefitted by its proper application to the funds 

of the charity, have been absolutely robbed of food, and cloth- 
ing, and education, and an introduction to life, which might 
have made them important members of society! And all the 
excuse, and all the reparation for this, is, that the treasurer 

died insolvent! and left the treasurership to his son and heir ! 
How much the inhabitants of Petersfield ought to be delighted 
with the name of Jolliffe! How kind it is of this family to take 

the trouble of representing them in Parliament, or of finding 
them representatives, and of managing the charity of Churcher’s 
College so wel/, into the bargain! Might one venture to ask 

WHEN this sum would have been paid, if no one had enquired 
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after it? After sleeping for so long a period, it might be ques. 
tioned, by some infidels, whether the memory would have ever 
been roused out of its trance: —for the other trustees could not 
have been so uncivil as to have told the principal performer 
that he had neglected his cue ! 

The blessings of a boroughmonger management of charities, 
are not yet all enumerated. Although the funds were noé 
sufficient to maintain, clothe, and educate the fen children, ace 
cording to the intention of the founder, they could furnish the 
means of building @ large additional school-rcom, and other 
alterations, for the accommodation of privaie boarders, for the 
emolument of the masters! Nay the very College itself had 
been let out in lodgings, for the benetit of the masters!—ia 
some instances to ladies, who kept boarding-schools for girls ! 
—and evensome of the Trustees had taken up their residences 
there. Tl.is is making somewhat free with the funds of a chari- 
table institution? But the great object seems to have been, in 
every point, to set the will of the founder at defiance. Mr. 
Churcher, from some antipathy to the clergy, had expressly 
directed that the schoolmaster should not be a priest, but a 
layman: but, living boroughmongers care no more for dead 
men’s wills, than for the rights and liberties of the living ; 
and, accordingly, in 1784, the reverend Mr. Cookson, a friend 
of the family, was put in possession of the College, and allowed 
to reside in it for thirteen years, and to receive the salary as 
master of the College; while the mame of a layman, Mr. 
Steele, was entered and kept on the College books as the actual 
master; though he quitted the town and the school in 1786, 
having been allowed the salary only for the first two years of 
that period! This érvck must have been deliberately planned, 
and executed with the knowledge of all the trustees who were 
in the habit of attending to what the manager did ;—and, al- 
though his honor, the Vice Chancellor took upon himself a very 
uncalled for apology as tothis point, there can be no ques- 
tion that this appointment of a clergyman instead of a lay- 
man, was no accidental deviation from the will ef the 
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founder, and the act of parliament; but an iatentional violn- 
tion of both, to recompense a reverend friend for other services, 
of to engage him to perform them when opportanity might 
serve :—and we have had occasion before to ash ihis reverend 
gentleman, Mr. Cookson, for his political subserviency to his 
patron's boroughmongering interests, What micht his honer 
MEAN, by saying, that—‘ one may very well doubt the dés- 
‘** cretion of that direction in this founder’s will, that there 
“should be a lay-master ;—because, in all modern experience, 
“ there is a much greater probability that @ far more proper 
“master would be found in a clergymian!” What, we ask, 
could jis honour mean by this? Wedo not liketo be uncivil 
to his honor; Lut we must say, that he is decidedly wrony 
In all modern experience, the reverse is the fact :-- and Mr, 
Churcher might perceive that learning was leaving tie church, 
when he made the request ;—and stipulated for a lay-master, 
that he might have the best chance of securing a proper one, 
Ancient experience, indecd, might have Jed his honour to his 
opinion :--because there was a period when the clergy nono- 
polized the greaier share of what little learning was known ; 
but since it has been a matter of trade to put the greatest sim- 
pleton of a family into onpERs, the chances of meeting with 
clerical learning are mightily diminished. Peraps even thie 
reformation was unfavorable to clerical literature: for it was 
almost essential in the Catholic Church to learn Latin; while jn 
the Protestant Established Church it is not absolutely HeCct Ss 
sary, as his honor well knows, to be acquamted with the 
English tongue! But what right had fis honor to cail in ques- 
tion the discretion of the founder, and the wisdom of an act of 
parliament made on purpose, most charitably, to MEND the 
intention of the founder ? Both the will, and whe act, demaud- 
ed a lay master. To appoint a priest, was to violate the law of 
the land; and to appoint a priest, under the mask of retaining 
a layman, argued some sinister motive for the appointinent, 
which demanded the censure of his honor, and not his apology 
for the offence. No ignorance could be pleaded here ;—men 
do not wilfully violate laws, and run the risk of punishment, 
without the prospect of advantage :—and since this reverend 
gentleman has been the political agent of the family, itis pre- 

sumptive evideuce that in this point, the charity has been made 
subservient to the political purposes of the head manager of 
both the borough and the charity. 

One of the leading objects of the application to Chancery, 
was to show that while there were in appearance seven trustees, 
there was in fact only one general manager, ta the person of 
the head of the family; and that all the rest Were nominees, 

some never, others rarely, attending; and these whe did at- 
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tend, being present only to forward the objects, and sanction 
the conduct of the grand master. To prove this in connection 
with the fact that the grand master of this charity was also the 
proprietor of the borough,—disposing of the seats in parliament 
at his own pleasure, and for his own emolument, would 
be to show sufficient cause for his removal as a trustee 
as well’as for the removal «f all his dependent satellites. But 
it is astonishing what lenity some gentlemen find in our triba- 
nals. Had a poor radical been found guilty of dealing in this 
manner with the funds of a benefit society, what a clamour 
would have been raised against the demoralizing effects of 
Radicalism! Bat when a loyal friend to “ things as they are,’ 
comes into court, his good intentions are presumed for him ; ; 
he is received with ail possible politeness, and treated with the 
greatest urbanity. Notinng but the clearest demonstration can 
De permitted to weigh any “thing against him; to mention the 
supposition of his being actuated by a corrupt motive, excites the 
indignation of the Court ; ; and to expect that any punishment 
will follow the clearest proof, is to expect almost a miracle. 
bn this case, the facts are so strong, the proof of ihe charity 
having been prostituted to boroug ehmonger purposes $9 irresisti- 
ble, that some interference was itnperiously called for. But his 
honor, the Vice Chancellor, has contented himself at present 
with very little indeed. One sham trustee, Mr. Thomas Samuel 
Jouliff:, who has never acted for thirty years, received from his 
honour an intim tion that he Ought to resign, to preveut the 
disagreeable necessity of his being formally turned out; his 
son also, Mr. John Twyford Jollifle, who was elected in 1807, 
and who has also dispensed with any attendance, has received 
from his honor the same gent/e hint, that it is better to walk out 
of the door than to be threwn out of the window; and the 
counsel for these rare trustees very readily undertook that 
ihe two gentlemen should retire, as the most agreeable way of 
leaving college! For the rest, they remain at present, subject 
to an enquiry of a Masterin Chancery, as to the debt owing by 
Squire Hilton, and the balance of the unreceived sums of money, 
which form together an amount exceeding the original funds 
for the foundation of the college! There is also to be an 
enquiry whether the other trustees were d uly elected; and into 
other matters ailecting the charity, which has been thus 
strangely abused. We shall watch the result with an attention 
corresponding to its importance with reference to the “ system,” 
of which this case forms an essential component part. By a 
due application of the funds, the intention of the founder 
might be now carried into complete effect. ‘The original money 
being invested in Bank stock, is now doubled in value, and 
produces £600 per annum, "There is besides now due to the 
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college, a sum of about £4,600; which would produce £180 per 
annum in addition ; so that for the cloathing, education, and 
maintenance of ten boys, there is a fund of #780 per annum ; 
which at £50 per boy would leave £280 for the expence of 
the master, repairs, and incidental expences. No advantage, 
however, can be secured, unless the charity is completely taken 
out of the hands of the boroughmongers. The principles of the 
latter are necessarily destructive of the benefits of the former ; 
and so essential to the interests of the boroughimonger, is 
deemed the fingering of the charity, that his minions at 
Petersfield set the bells + inging, “when they heard that 
ONLY TWO of his TOOLS were dismissed ; thinking: that the 
remaining four of his family would secure hima majoriiy, ever 
if two respectable and independent men were selected to fill up 
the vacancies! This bell ringing tells too much of the borough 
secrets. One would have thought it matter of regret for the 
Minious that they had lost so much; —but no—they expected 
to lose al/—that all the trustees would be put under the ban of 
the Court of Chancery ; ; and ONLY to lose TWO, was joy be- 
yond expectation! But they must not suffer their joy to in- 
toxicate them so much. They are still in great danger; for 
the Vice Chancellor says, “ if Mr. Hilton Jolliffe did possess 
‘* property of his father, out of which he could have paid the 
“debt due by his father to the charity estate, and which he did 
‘* not pay, it would be my duty to say here, notwithstanding 
“the ‘respectable situation’ which he fills, and that ‘ very 
“‘ honourable character’ which he has hitherto maintained, that 
“ he has failed in his duty to the charity: and that I can no 
“longer permit him to remain one of those persons, who are to 
‘‘ protect its interests, and administer its property.” This, we 

take it, is conclusive against Mr. Hilton Jollifle: for, as we 
have before stated, thoush his father might have died insolvent, 
he died in the POSSESSION of a LARGE PROPERTY, which 
Mr. Hilton Jolliffe ought to have divided proportionately 
among all his father’s creditors; and Mr. Hilton Jolliffe admits, 
that after a lapse of “nineteen years,’ he has not 
repaid so much as one shilling to the charity. ‘This, we 
contend, is conclusive against him, even if his father ’ did 
lie insolvent s—a matter which we cannot reconcile with 
our ideas of the profitable profession, as a Borouglmonger, 
which he followed ; nor withthe fact that Mr. Hilton Jolliffe 
succeeded to a great properly on his father’s demise. Surely 
Mr- Hilton Jolliffe might have paid this sum out of the proceeds 
of the borough? 'T he ordinary price of a seat, for once ses- 
sions, would have covered the debt! So that we do not see how 
squire Hilton can creep out of the conclusion that he must be 
removed except he follow the example of his uncle and cousin, 
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tind remove himself. If Mr. Hilton retires, it is also evident 
that all his squad must retire with him :—for they must have 
been all aware of ihe fact, and have connived at the retention 
of this debt, and of course, are equally unfit to be trusted an 

farther? Should they ail retire, the joy at Petersfield will be 
immeuse ; for if they rung bells lustily because only two were 
turned out how musithey rejoice w hen ald the seven are dismissed 
They will absolutely reck the steeple to its base, and illuminate 
the heaven with bonfires | Master Hilton must have some pros- 
pect of this in his “ mind’s eye;” and we leave him forthe preseut 
to such consoling cogitations; earnestly exhorting the honest 
inhabitants of Petersfield to persevere in their endeavours to 
remove their “ despot lord, of borough breed ;” and trusting 
that the individual who has so indefatigably laboured in the 
cause of the charity and the borough, will meet with the suc- 
cess which he deserves, and the reward to which he is entitled. 


T. J. W. 
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TO THE RADICAL REFORMERS, MALE AND FEMALE, OF 
ENGLAND. SCUTLAND, AND IRELAND. 


—— 





London, November 26, 1892. 

My beloved Friends, Fellow-Countrymen, and Countrywomen, 

Although I have now been nearly one month 
released from the Boroughmongers’ Dungeon in IIchester 
Bastile; yet [ have been so incessantly occupied in my endea- 
vours to arrange iny own private affairs, that I have hitherto 
been unable to devote any portion of my time to address you 
—allow me brietly and frankly to offer you my most grateful 
and cordial thanks for the very flattering manner in which the 
dawn of my resurrection has been hailed by the Radical Re- 
formers throughout the kingdom; such unbounded proofs of your 
detestation of the Authors of my persecutions, has been 
as honourable to your character as it has been grateful 
to my feelings. I take this opportunity of apologizing to 
the readers of my Memoirs for the delay which has arisen in 
the publication of the 46th Number. I am sure I have only 
to remindthem, that every malignant effort has been resorted 
to, by the agents of the borough faction, to ruin, to dilapidate, 
and to destroy my private property, during the period that they 
had their victim i 2 dungeon, which period wes two years 
and six months. Early in the next month | hope to have the 
46th Nunber of the Memoirs ready for publication ; and in the 
47th and 48th Numbers to complete the history of my life up 
to the period of my incarceration in Ilchester Bastile. Iam at 
present incessantly engaged TT superinptending ny manufactory 
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of Roasted Grain; and [ flatter myself that I shall now be 
enabled to supply the numerous demands of my friends from al! 
parts of the kingdom, and to make them amends for the una- 
voidable disappointments which they have received in conse 





quence of my absence. Lam, my beloved friends, 
Your grateful and obedient serv ant, 
Hi. HUNT. 
THE KEELMEN AND COAL OWNERS OF THE RIVER 
TYNE. 


Amidst the various corruptions which have crept into the 
system which ‘s said to be the ** envy of surrounding nations,and 
the admiration of the world,” none are more strikingly apparent 
or more frequently a subject of complaint, than the mode 
of administering justice between the poor and therich, and the 
very different treatment they meet with in what are called Courts 
of Lawand Equity. Besides the great expences with which ali 
Law proceedings are clogged, which prevent the poer from par- 
ticipatiog in the advantages which might o.herwise be derived 
from that Source, the aristecratical spiret of our laws, whicit 
has increased with the corruptions of the system, operate pow- 
erfully in favour of the opulent classes of the community. — 
Were any proof of sucha spirit predominant in our laws 
thought necessary, it would be suflicient to point to our combi- 
nation laws, gam: laws, and laws for preventing the emigration 
of mechanics, artisans, &c, which are absolutely a disgrace to 
our statue books. ‘lo these might be added the power which 
has been of late assumed by Mavistrates of regulating and 
reducing the wages of labourers, In addition to 
ali this powerint machinery, by which the opulent are enabled 
to oppress the labouring classes, it frequently happens in coun- 
Wy towns aud places thatthe local authorities have other inte- 
rests and ends im view than those of equity and justice ; - and 
sometiues, in the disputes which arise and are to be detcveied 
by them, havea pe cuniary interest of their own to support 
whieh must of course enter into all ther considerations and 
viliate all their proceedings. 

Ail these evils seem to be combined, and are certainly very 
powerfully fei by the keelmen of the river ‘Tyne, in their pre- 
sent disputes with theiremployers, the Coal Owners of that 
place. The trae nature of these dispuies, which have lasted 
now upwards of eight weeks, isnot kuowa to the public at a 
distance from the immediate neighbourhosd of the place, There 
the or tinary channels of intelligence ure not peraitted to re- 
cord the story of the Keelman’s wrongs, or to attend to the 
language of iis complaint. The Local Courts of Justice are 
also shut agaist him, For it is a notorious fact, that, should he 
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there appeal, he must meet in the seat of Justice, emhera Coal 
wner (perhaps his master), or some one connected with the 
trade, and of course filled with the strongest prejudices against 
nim. A few days ago, when warrants were issue: against 
a number of the Keelmen, for leaving their employment, many 
of them voluntarily surrendered themselves at the Town Court 
of Neweastle. On being asked by some of the Magistrates 
why they had not previously applied there for the purpose of 
stating their complaints, one of them expressed his own feel- 
ings und that of his brethern in the following bold and 
energetic language. ‘* The reason is, Sir, we expected to 
find here no feeling for our wrongs, tor any disposition to redress 
our grievances —and for any purpose of this sort might as well 
have. applied to the Court of Hell, complaining of the conduct 
of his Satannie Majesty where the Devil sits in Judgment.” 

A number of the Keelmen are bound to the different Collie- 
ries from year to year; but the engagement is of a very singu- 
lar kind, as their masters are not obliged to provide them either 
with sufficient employment or sustenance for themselves aud fa- 
milies ; and they are not allowed to work for any other person, 
however long they tnay be employed, or however wretched and 
distressed their families may be, without the express leave of their 
masters. Such engagements, it is evident,could not be sanctioned 
by the laws of Engiand,as there are no mutual obligationsincluded, 
und the interest of only one of the parties appears to be provided 
for. A number of these Keelmen, it has been found, have 
not been able to earn more and some not so much as 8s. a ‘week ; 
which is very inadequate to the maintenance of men who re- 
quire more sustenance than most other classes of labourers.— 
TVhere has also been evinced by several of the Coal Owners a 
disposition to reduce the wages of the Keelmen by a_ sort of 
rent eharge for the use of their heels. But the principal com- 
plaint of the Keelmenis the increase of the number and extent 
of the spouts erected on the river for the purpose of loading 
ships without the intervention of keels, by which a number of 
Keelmen are thrown out of employ, whilst many others have 
not more than half work. This evil is greatly increased by 
the mode of binding alluded to, as they are thereby prevented 
for the present from procuring other employment for themselves, 
The spoutsof which the complain are clearly obstructions to 
the navigation of the river, and have become a public nui- 
sunce, which ought to be abated. Indeed some of the first 
law authorities of the place have pronounced them indietable, 
and recommended a prosecution at law. The Magistrates 
of Newcastle, and those to whom the conservatorship of the 
river is confided, being for the most part either Coal Owners, 
or connected with the trade, the evils complained of must con- 
tinue and accnmulate til Government shall find it necessary to 
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interfere and terminate the disputes and contentions occasioned 
by cupidity and avarice. 

The Keelmen living struck work, as the only quiet mode of 
obtianing rediressot their grievances, they have been pursued by 
the Local Authorities, (most of whom are either Coal Owners 
or connected with the trade) with the most unrelenting severity. 
Numbers of them have been thrown into prison, where they 
have been treated with great cruelty, and contrary to all law, 
doomed to solitary confinement ; used worse than felons, not 
being allowed any assistance from their friends, or any Intercourse 
with them. Several of them have been dragged out of their 
beds at mid night, driven away naked through the streets, and 
then clapped into dark and unw ‘holesome dungeons. ‘These ille- 
gal severities have not however subdued the minds of the Keel- 
men. The result has been as might have been expected, to 
render them more tirm, and united in their resolution and deter- 
mination not to resume their labours till some more conciliatory 
dispositions is shown by the Coal Owners. And though they 
have been off work above eight weeks, during which they and 
their families iave suffered many privations and much distress, 
they still maintain their integrity with equal firmness, resolved 
not to be deterred from anp purpose by their coercive measures 
which may beemployed against them. The peaceable demeanor 
and general good conduct of this great body of men (near 
1000) is truly “astonishing, and shews the great improvement of 
character which has taken place amongst them of late years. 

In the persecution of the Keelmen, it is worthy of ‘remark, 
the Durham Clerical Magistrates (three of them ‘particularly) 
have been eminently distinguished themselves. One of them 
last week is said to have arrested and sent five of the Keelmen 
to Gaol; and afterwards when a number of the wives and chil- 
dren of the poor men were assembled to pour out their lamen- 
tations and execrations on the heads of their unfeeling persecutors 
the persons with the humanity with which the cloth is generally 
characterised, read the riot act amongst them, asa signal of his 
intention (as he bad the military at hand) bo put them all to 
the sword. Another of his Clerical brethern in the M agistracy 
afew days ago expecting the Keelmen would interfere to pre- 
vent their keels being navigated by other persons, declared, ‘ls 
the military surrounde d him, “ then we'll fight it out.” ‘Phis 
clerical trio are constantly employed in coursing the banks of 
the river, headiag troops of horse, hunting the Keelmen like 
wild beasts s and the expression of joy evinced on their faces 
when viewing two carts loads of the poor men in Peterhead, 
with the military brandishiug their naked swords over them pre- 
paratory to their being sent off to Durham Gaol, will not be 
soon forgetten by the inhabitants. VERAX. 
Gateshead, 25, Nov, 1822. 
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GREAT ADVANTAGE OF BEING GENUINE AND LOYAL 
CHILDKEN OF CHURCH AND STATE. 


“ What! shall I anatomize mine own flesh ! 
‘*No! though it smell like carrion, yet it is mine own, 
* And I will love it?"—Old Play, 


The antients have always painted justice blind ; and in this 
rondition the goddess has been handed down to posterity, in 
appearance; for shehas always a decent bandage over her 
eyes, and holds her scales with great seeming impartiality. In 
the progress of improvement, however, the moderns have coi- 
trived to sli» the bandage on one side; and though modern 
justice winks a little now and then, it is a certain fact that she 
can see very clearly when she pleases; and that she frequently 
makes more use of her eyes, than of her head. Whether this 
was the case in the olden times, is more than we cab guess:— 
but that it is so now, is past all question, and beyond all 
denial. The John Bull gentlemex well remember the kind 
winks and recouizing nods which she gave them, when they 
were “ entangled in the net of law.” The Bishop of Clogher, 
too, managed to interest her iv his favour, notwithstanding 
the discraceful condition of his lower garments:—the good 
old lady could not but be interested at the sight of a Bishop’s 
hat; and very kindly refused to weigh his merits in her scales. 
Even the soldier obtained a gracious wink, from being caught 
in such respectable company:—and madam _ justice similarly 
admitted him to bail, that he might escape the gallows. Really, 
the lady has become wonderfully humane, That scoundrel 
Franklin, alse, was recognized by her at first sight, notwith- 
standing her bandage; and she as readily perceived that he 
was entitled to her protection, equally with Mister Oliver, the 
moral man of Lord Sidmouth, Reyuolds, the Irish incendiary, 
and Edwards and Castles, the redoubtable liars of note to a 
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virtuous administration. Ifjustice had been real/y blind, and 
no distinguisher of persons, these gentry might have been all 
Strangled in her grasp:—but, using her eves, and perceiving 
whence they came, she very generously gave them up to their 
employers and patrons, and disappointed the devil in his 
reasonable expectations of feasting upon loyal game / 

But, it is allowed, that justice keeps up her reputation for 
blindness in another way. When a radical comes into her 
presence, she is not only as blind as a beetle, but as deaf as an 
adder. No matter what reason he has on his side, he has no 
chance of obtaining either her ear, or her countenance. He 
has none of the marks about him, which are familiar and plea- 
sant to modern justice; and the ladyonly just tikes one peep 
tosee who heis; and having satisfied herself in that respect, 
she throws down her scales, and begius to brandish her sword 
in the most resolute and furious manner. Nothing but ven- 
geance will satisfy her ; and, taking another peep, just to regu- 
date her aim, she thrusts the mortal brand into his dearest 
interests, 

Mr. Hunt, who was half-convicted upon half-a-count, upon 
which he had been previously acguitled, by a special jury, 
at the packing of which madam Justice thought proper to be as 
blind as she is painted, received a sentence of incarceration 
for two years and a-half. Mr. Davison, tor selling another 
pamphlet, has just concluded aterm of two years’ imprison- 
ment. Mr. Lewis is in the same condition, for a less offence ; 
and his treatment at the hands of Madam Justice is aggravated 
by éwo fines, imposed upon him with the knowledge that he had 
no possible means of discharging them. The Rev. Mr. Har- 
rison is undergoing an imprisonment of three yevrs and a hal/, 
for preaching a sermon, and attending a legal public meeting. 
Hundreds of others lave been treated in the same mode; and 
asa new instance that Justice frequently peeps through the 
bandage bears upon this point, we must not forget to mention 
the case of Mr, Carlile, aud his family. He has himself come 
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pleted an imprisonment of three years, and is now detained in 
prison for his fines, although all his property has been seized 
for the payment of those fines; and, if fairly sold, there is no 
doubt it would amply discharge them. His wife is enduring an 
imprisonment of two years, for endeavouring to support her 
family in obedience to the orders of her husband, by carrying 
on the business during his absence. His sister is also imprison- 
ed for one year, and has to pay a heavy fine, for lending her as- 
sistance to her brother and his family, when they were ren- 
dered incapable of assisting themselves. ‘The affected charge 
against all these persons is, that they have published works 
which are calculated to injure the morals of society. This 
charge they deny : and certainly 20 instance has been given in 
which the sale, or perusal, of any of the writings they have 
published, have made a single individual immoral, or in any 
way added to the catalogue of crimes. This is proof presump- 
tive in their favour, that they have had no such intentions, 
since they have produced no such effect:—and when it is re- 
membered that the writings, for the promulgation of which 
they are punished, recommend morality in the most earnest 
manner, and only seek to establish it upon another basis than 
that on which it is ordinarily rested, it must be allowed that 
madam Justice has been playing the masquerader on the occa- 
sion, and performed a part not creditable either to the gravity 
or the integrity of her character. The pretended blind lady, it 
is conjectured, took a peep at the prosecutors, in these 
instances, and finding several very grave, pious, and respectable 
looking personages, thought it beneath her dignity, or weigh 
anything in reply, and unsheathed her sword as a matter of 
mere course, to smite the alleged offenders. 

It would, of course, be expected, if a mere charge, unsup- 
ported as it was by any evidence, of an intention to loosen the 
bonds of morality, could induce Madam Justice to be so se- 
vere, that when any persons were brought before her who had 
veally loosened them, who had disgraced themselves by the 
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commission, and countenance, of the greatest crimes againsé 
social order, and good manners, her Ladyship would have 
flown into a perfect passion, and trounced the wretches witia 
unsparing hand. We shall shortly perceive, however, that the 
goddess understands tiie plea of “ benefit of Clergy:’—and 
that she can be as mild towards real culprits, when occasion 
serves, as she can be cruel and relentless towards imaginary 
offenders. These matters should always be put in full contrast, 
for the instruction and amusement of the age. 

There has been lately pending a suit in the Ecclesiastical 
Court, against the reverend Griffiths Davis, “ touching and 
“ concerning his soul’s health ; and the lawful correction and 
“ reformation of his manners ; and more particularly for pro- 
‘¢ faneness, drunkenness, irregularity, and indecorum, in the 
“‘ performance of divine service.” Now, let it be kept in mind, 
that this person was no Deist, no Infidel, no blasphemer —no, 
not even a publisher of parodies. We are to suppose him a 
believer in the Christian revelation; one who had the fear of 
the Lord the more especially before his eyes, inasmuch as he 
must have swoin that he was inspired by the Holy Ghost, to 
take upon himself the serious office of a teacher of the faith 
which lie professed. If the doctrines of Christianity can be 
expected to produce any effect in mending the heart, and im- 
proving the morals, that effect ought to be more particularly 
looked for, in the character of its teachers; and one black 
sheep amongst them is calculated to do it more injury, than the 
arguments, or raillery, of ten thousand opponents, if the argu- 
ments and raillery could be met by a reference to the purity, 
charity, and humanity, of the Christian believers. This man 
held two Curacies in the diocese of Oxford; and, of course, was 
the shepherd of two flocks; and, we dare say, helped to shear 
them with all due diligence; however negligent he might be, in 
his duty of leading them to fair pastures, by the side of the 
waters of eternal life! So little faith had he for the tenets he 
taught—so little regard for the word of God, which he affected 
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to preach —so little respect for that virtue which he was ap- 
pointed to inculeaie, that he was charged with Aabitual drun. 
kKenness, and obscene conversation, accompanied by the still 
miore horrible accusation of witnessing and sanctioning the 
prostitution of his wife to one of his pupils! ‘ Mr. Beale, it 
‘‘was proved, was a zentleman about 24 years of age, and 
** edueating tn the defendant’s house for the University of Ox- 
“ford. Tt appeared that the defeadant several times, nay, very 
* constantly, permtted him to he in the same bed with his 
“ wife :—that, at other times, Mrs. Davis, with her husband’s 
“ consent, would go to Beale’s bed, and lie with him; and that, 
“on one occasion, all three of them were in bed together !” 
After this monstrous detail, his personal incontinence scarcely 
deserves mention. ‘These matters were not even denied; for 
the Proctor for this reverend Mr. Davis stated that ‘* his in- 
“ structions were to throw the party entirely upon the Court.” 
Before any further is said, let the guilt of this man be compared 
with the accusation against Mr. Carlile. We shall shortly have 
to contrast the difference of the punishment, In this case, we 
have a person actually taking advantage of his supposed situa-« 
tion, as a protector of morality, and a teacher of religion, to 
disgrace the one, and to destroy the other. Under the pre- 
tence of educating pupils for the church, he makes the prosti- 
tution of his own wife the means of debauching the morals of 
an embryo ornament of the religion “ as by law established.” 
In his own person, he exhibits a concentration of the worst 
vices that degrade humanity. He has no sense either of ho- 
nour or ordinary decency. Neither personal character, nor 
public reputation, bind him to the observance of the com- 
monest duties, which lhe nevertheless preached to others. This 
was truly a case which required the interference of an Attorney 
General, as the legal guardian of good manuers—a case that 
would with propriety have called down the thunders of the 
Jaw, to avenge the cause of outraged decorum, and insulted 
virtue :—and that officer wouid have better fulfilled lis duty, 
Vou. JX. No. 22, 
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hy calling such an offender to the bar of justice, as libelling ali 
principle, and bringing reiigion into contempt, that by stepping 
cut of his way to prosecute speculative opinions, which even if 
erroneous, have no tendency to injure the interests of society 
at large; although they may, perhaps indecorously, shock the 
feelings, aud wound tiie prejudices of many. But here is real 
crime—actual turpitude, aut the grossest satire upon the in- 
efficacy of religion that could be imagined. Yet we have no ana- 
themas fulminated against this wretch by the tribunals. All is 
mildness and caution, “ to avoid the scandal which would en- 
‘‘sue from entering into the details of the evidence !’—and 
though the Judge is said to have “ animadverted with much 
“severity on the painfel exposure of the profigate and de- 
“ orading conduet of the defendant ;”—it was palliated by the 
sootiing remark, that—‘ efen he chose, he could go through 
“the duty remarkably well; and, in fact, had done so, SINCE 
the institution of these charges; which, to make the best 
of it, if true, was adding base hypocrisy, to consummate de- 
pravity. The Court went on to observe, that he had been “ @ 
“ seandal to his eharacter and office, and had done an wazpor- 
“tant injury tothe Charch:’—and to mark its sense of this 
scandal, and this intary, the Court sentenced him to be—not 
imprisoned for three years—not to be committed to the care 
of some local tyrant—not ever to be deprived of the ofhce he 
had degraded, but to be sespended—not by the neck—but 
from the exercise of his clericad functions for three years !—to 
pay the costs, and, at the expiration of three years, to pro- 
duce aj certificate of his infermediate good behaviour, which 
should restore bim to the Church, as a worthy functicnary ! 
A sort of excuse is indeed hinted for this lenity to an of- 
fending sen of the Church and State, in the plea that the 
Court had no power to deprive him of his clerical fune- 
tions; but if it could suspend them for three years, it 
could have suspended then: for thirty years ; or for any longer 


on ° 
period that might have appeared necessary to prevent such @ 





THER BLACK DART. 739 


fian from again being placed in the situation of a teacher of 
religion! But this man had not published deistical publica- 
tions !—he had not denied by word of mouth, or in writing, 
the divinity of the Christian faith!—he had ONLY ACTED 
as if he believed it all an imposture—and given it the lie by bis 
conduct. Of course he was entitled to more mercy, than a 
plain-dealing man, who refused to speak in contradiction to his 
conviction, or to suppress that conviction on the dictation of 
another. Moral integrity would be of rio value on the one hand ; 
and vice is but of little moment on the ether. Mr Carlile may 
lie in prison for the uon-payment of his fines, after having been 
three years imprisoned already, long after this suspended priest 
may have preduced his certificate of good behaviour, and re- 
sumed his station at the altar:—nay, since the fellow performs 
his duty so remarkably weil, when he chooses, he may be 2 
bishop before the liberation of Mr. Carlile, by dint of good 
behaviour! These are matters that will be read hereafter 
with astonishimeut, though in this age they surprize nobody. 
Our posterity wiil “ wonder their fathers could be fools so long,” 
but wisdom is a dangerous quality, and must not be exhibited 
on all occasions. The Greeks were accustomed to conceal 
their treasures, that the Turks might not destroy them for the 
crime of being rich:—and those who are wise encugh to com- 
prekend the seeming mysteries of the system, find it prudent 
to keep their knowledge to themselves ; lest a spirit as ferocious 
and unsaiiable as Turlash avarice, entangle them in a similar 
destruction. But people who dare not speak, cannot avoid 
using their eyes, and appealing, at least in private, to the deduc- 
tions of their reason—and knowledge thus thrown into the 
shade, like treasure buried to avoid discovery, is kept for use 
when occasion may require, an? opportunity serve :—and then 
—Whiat then ?—Why thea, that which has been called wrong 
$0 many years, may be proved right—and what has been reve- 
tenced as fine gold, may be thrown aside as common dross, 
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TYTHES. 

The City of London is now seriously endeavouring to ob- 
tain some legal interference to check the rapacity of those 
* ministers of the gospel,” who are endeavouring to impose @ 
tax upon the citizens of 2s. 9d. in the pound, upon the rental 
of their houses, under the pretence of composition for tythes. 
As the matter stands, however, we would rather advise, a 
general and steady refusal to pay this sum; as the demand 
rests upon no legal authority, and could not be legally en- 
firced. This claim is pretended to be founded upon the au- 
thority of the 37th of Henry VIE. This act, or rather this 
embryo of anact, was passed, as stated in the preamble, “ for 
quieting (he disputes between the priests, and the parishion- 
‘ers :—aud as odd a mode of quieting them, it has proved, as 
ever was devised by the “ codlective wisdom” of the nation. It 
was enacted, that the Archbishop of Canterbury, and. the great 
oflicers of the state, in the sald act enumerated, or any six of 
them, should make a decree to settle the matter . which decree 
should be final, and have the force of an act of parliament, when 
il should be enrolled in the Hizh Court of Chancery Record. 
There is a draught of a decree inthe stalute-book ; but there 
1s no document to prove that it was ever signed by even one of 
the great offlcers appointed to the work ; but what is absolutely 
certain is, that i never was enrolled in the Court of Record of 
Chancery. 1 is therefore NO LAW ; and the whole claim of the 
Clergy is built upon sand, Besides, it was uot even intended by 
tie projected act, that 2s. 9d. in the pound should be levied. Tie 
Commission were to frame a decree, which should appoint such 
sums to be levied, as were then necessary for the purposes to 
which the tythes were applied ; and they were to be authorised 
to levy 2s. Yd., as the maximum, where a less sum might not 
be adequate. In some parishes, half the sum might have been 
enough, In others, the whole might have scarcely sufficed ; 
fur at (hat period, there were no poor’s-rate. The tythe in- 
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cluded the support of the poor, as well as the support of the 
Priest’; and all contributions to the Church besides, were eithe 
voluntary offerings, or the stipulated results of private bar- 
gains. A writer in the “ Times,” who wants the question of 
the support of the poor from the tuthes, left out of considera- 
tiou, is either more silly than we suppose, or less honest than 
we could wish. If the disputed act were absolutely law, and if 
the 2s. Od. could be legally demanded, it would be a great 
part of the question, that it should be applied to the purposes 
for which it was intended to be granted ;:—-as, in the eveat of 
any legislative interference, this consideration would materially 
influence the amount to be granted to the Clergy now, wheu 
they have no longer 10 support the poor out of the revenue 
called tythes. But we contend, that, at present, the Citizens of 
London have nothing to do with an application to Parliament. 
That-is the business of the Clergy, if they think proper. The 
Sitizens have only to rewain on the defensive; to resist the im- 
position, and to drive the Clergy to the éegal proof of their 
claim; which can only be given by producing the law and 
and shewing that all the requisite provisions, to render it valid 
as alaw, have been complied with. This, it is well known, 
they cannot de. The pretended law isa nullity, aud their de- 
mand is consequently an unauthorised imposition, which it is 
the duty, as well as the interest of every man, to resist to the 
utmost of lis power. This maybe done effectually, if the peop!'e 
are firm and unanimous. Parishes cannot be crushed like indivi- 
duals ; and by remaining on the defensive, but little expence 
will be incurred. The ‘ Clergy” will soon discover that they 
had better be content with the best bargains they can make, 
than attempt to empty their pazishioners’ pockets too fast. 
The foolish dog, who lost the substance, by grasping at the 
shadow is not a bad emblem of these silly fellows, who imagine 
society may plundered at their pleasure. These are not times 
for a tame submission, or that“ prostraticn of the understand- 
ing,” in which Church dignitaries delight :—but the progress of 
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reason is so much indebted to these attempts at barefaced impos- 
tures, that we should be rather pleasad than otherwise, that the 
Church can furnish men silly enough to make them. 
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THREE LETTERS, 


Addressed to the Freeholders‘of the Lower division of the 
Wapeniake of Strafforth and Tickhill, in the County of 
York, on the existing Agricuilurel Distress, and its 
connection with the present state of the Representation of 
the People in Parliament, By A KesiDENT FREt- 
HOLDER. 


*€ ¥t isto mea matter of astonishment how those who have in- 
herited property in laud from their ancestors, through a succes- 
cession of ages, or have acquired it by commercial success, or 
professional exertions, should continue so insensible to ‘the 
yisks they run, of losing it entirely ; and that they should suffer 
themselves, by a series of artful manwuvres, to be juggled oué 
of their estates, If a mighty conqueror like Buonaparte, had 
janded with a formidable army, with a view of bringing this 
country under hissubjection, you would have joined in martial 
array to resist him, and would have rather perished than sur- 
render your possessions. If a neighbour makes any encroach- 
ment upon your boundaries, the effect of which may be the loss 
of merely a few yards of land, you make no hesitation in appeal- 
ing to the laws of your eountry, whatever may be the troubic 
or the expense it may occasion. But when you are attacked by 
the sophistries of political philosophers, you scem at once dis- 
comfited, and yield without making a manly struggle against 
these new and insidious opponents.’—Sin Joun SINCLAIR. 


LETTER I. 

Alihough the subject of this address relates to the whole of 
ihe freeholders in the kingdom, and although it be of the 
most vital import to the whole of the population therein, yet, 
at present, I chuse to address you as a body, perhaps in 
number, as well as in the eye of the law, the most important 
of any one class in the district in which you reside, or in other 
words, in which the providence of your ancestors, or yourown 
industry and exertion hath placed you. Many of you have 
inherited your present possessions from ancestors who, in thet; 
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day, were of the most respectable character; who periormed 
the civic duties, many and various, which their eowitry from 
remotest times has thought proper to impose on men of your 
importance in the State, and from those more immediately con. 
nected with you, you have been, bot! by example and precept, 
apprised of the necessity of your practistug the virtues of in- 
dustry and frugality, which in their day were sufficient to ensure 
comfort to your households during your lives, and ta leave your 
estates as good as you found them to your posterity. Little 
did your forefathers imagine that days were to come in which 
your industry end frugality would be turned to your ruin: in 
which the more you laboured, and the more you saved, the 
more would be taken from you, and given to men of whom you 
know nothing, but that they are men who labour not, but who 
live in luxury at your expence, and hold you at the same time 
In contempt, aud treat you with scorm and contumely.* Yet 
most true it is these days are come upon you, and it appears 
from the steps you have taken, in petitioning the legislature, 
that you are in some degree aware of the peril of your silua- 
tion: but in those petitions you seem to have been under the 
impression. that relief might be obtained by advancing the 
price of the necessaries of life; which, if it could have been 
done, must have been injurious to the rest of the community, 
and consequently such relief could but have been of very short 
continuance. 

And it is not wonderful that you should have been betrayed 
into this error, when we consider the way in which you bave 
been treated by the venal newspapers which circulate in your 
vicinity. ‘heir editors are hired by ministers or their satellites 
to deceive you; and, while they acknowledge your distress, 
direct you to any mode but the right one, by which it might be 
substantially overcome. 

To take off taxes is with them the greatest evil that can be- 
falthe country, because they help to consume them ; to you, 
however, Lhope I can make it appear, that it is both absolute- 
ly necessary they should be taken off for your existence, as 
well as for the existence of all other classes in the state ; fund- 
holders, pensioners, and placemen excepted. 

Many of you, as well as J, can remember the time wheu 
prices of agricultural produce were no higher than now, yet no 
complaints or cause of complaint existed ; and I shall now, by 
the following statement, I hope, convince you, that nothing 
but a recurrence to old out-goings and old in-comings, can make 
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* County Mectings of Freeholders are farces. —Weiineron. 








So eer gt - ae 















































784 THE BLACK DWARP. 


you comfortable in your homes, or even preserve to you their 
very existence. 


And my argument is built upon this foundation, that the 


price of corn here must bear a’ ail times some proportion to the 
price onthe Continent, and it appeared in evidence before the 
Committee of the House of Comnions, that wheat in most of 


the exporting countries, was thought well sold when the price 


at the foreign ports was 30s.a quarter, aud in some places 


much lower than that. 
The relief afforded by Parliament during its last Session, 


you all sensibly feel to be of no importance whatever ; you are 
placed in exactly the same situation in which a maltster or brewer 


wouldbe if fifty per cent. were laid on the articles of his trade 
in tax, and-alaw was made to compel him to seil his commodi- 
lies at the old price ; also, it is easy to prove, that virtually 
now, the farmers and freeholders, or in other words, the land- 
ed interest, are bearing an enormous weight of the whole of our 
taxation exclusively ; for let a consumer of native produce take 
into his account, the lowness of price of his articles of domes- 
tic consumption, and the difference compared with what it bas 
been, will amount to more than all the taxes he has been called 
upon to pay for several years past. 

And nothing can strike such of you ashave observed the de- 
bates of the last Session of Parliament more forcibly, than the 
evident want of power inthe Honourable House to afford you 
any relief ; and that want of power in a great degree has crigi- 
nated from the conduct of the ianded interest, and the mode 
in which their petitions were drawn, and the prayer which they 
afford, except the county of Kent, and one obscure parish in 
Yorkshire, and perhapsa hundred in Norfolk, nothing was 
recommended that had any tendency to afford substantial relies ; 
for substantial relief can only be afforded by a reduction of 
taxation, to the amount paid by the nation in the year 1772.— 
And there is not one of the present ministers of the crown, but 
must be very sensible that to pay a revenue of sixty millions in 
the way now collected, and atpresent prices of agricultural 
produce, most necessarily ruinthe whole of the gentry and 
yeomanry, cause their estates to be sold or abandoned, and fa- 
mine with allits concomitants be inthe end the certain result. 

Asto many of our nobility and first-rate gentry, they seem, 
like the late Mr. Wyndham, to set more value on pensions, 
patrouage, and court favour than upon their estates. Hence 
the baronial protection against monarchial and ministerial op- 
pression, which in olden t'mes was effectually afforded to the 
preservation of the estates of our ancestors of the davs of the 

feudal system, can no longer be expected. For the enormoss 
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amount of taxation which has been suffered, most disgracefully 
suffered, to accumulate, has opened, from the immensity of 
money thrown into the hands of that Government, a vortex of 
patronage, bribery, venality, and extravagance, in which the 
first ranks of society seem irrecoverably engulphed. 

To such personages the writer thinks it beneath him to make 
any appeal: they will tell you, like the wise judge at York, and 
the wise lord at Lewes, that riches are produced by taxation, 
and that what you paid another got, and so forth, and those 
personages may rest assured, that as long as the British natiou 
has a naine, so long will their names and opinions be remember- 


ed and quoted, and their record will do any thing rather than 
honour and credit to their memories. 


Cleghorn, Playfair, Xicardo, Grey, and even Sir Jolin Sin- 
chair, have the stupidity to suppose you pay not taxes, because, 
forsooti, you do uot buy wine by the pipe, keep numbers of 
horses and carriages, and live in splendid mansions ; but you 


feel the futility of such reasoning, and do feel it to your de- 
struction. 


A statement of taxes now paid by aland owner, possessins; an hereditary 
estute of 100 acres from his ancestors, which have been laid on since 
the commencement of Mr. Pitt’s administration, and from which our 
immediate ancestors were wholly exempt teduced into loads of 
wheat, the produce of the said estate of 100 acres :— 

Loads. P. 
+ To pay the window tax, at lds. a load............ 10 O 
BORGGNOS DOGO 4Uiike:ccccc0seeee d6esecesseesaseel "SS 
PEt CHEE. ciecdiemeenenienncags 6eanKene con «6S CG 
Ramada Warde. ...« «+ 6600 0d 000e4es 6000604 6044060666 3 10 
Malt tax, &ce. for labourers and home consumption-- 12 0 
Excise on articles of domestic consumption++-+--++.. 10 0 
Wages of labourers, 4 in number, at 3s. a-week each. 41 6 
Poors’ Ratevecceccccccccccce,, . . coe ceecscoseces - 60 O 
Highway, Church, and County Rate-+sess esse «eee 16 O 
Wine and Spiritss.seccesceeececsseccecserseseeee 10 O 
Post Chajse hire, 4 days in the year......--+++e+++5 2 2 
Carpenters’ wages per diem+-++-+-++..0+- 3 0 
Plumber and Glazier, Potter, Cooper, &c.+-+++++++2 4 OF 
Sadler 2 loads, Mason 3, Blacksmith 4----+-.+-+0002 9 A 
Marketing charges additional .-+-++eeeee eeeeeeeee 1 6 


License, formerly Gs. 6Gd., now Lis. 6d. 20 ehaldrons 6 9 
Game EBAOOEBG « 6 6:06-0:06 60.606-60 deed 0h a6eseweeees 4 il 


201 2 





Now I invite Messrs. Ricardo, Playfair, and all the bullion 
men, and pounds, shillings, and pence men, to overthrow the 
above simple statement; only, let them take it along with them, 





_" 


+ The reader will bear in mind that these items are formed from the 


advance of taxation upon these only, since the commencement of Mr. 
Pitt's administration. 











756 THE BLACK DWARP. 


that the price of wheat at both the periods was the same, ‘only, 
if any thing, rather lower at present, than at the former period, 
and of course, proves the above to be the very reverse of exag- 
geration. And moreover certain items of immense imporiance 
are Jeft out, which in these days, either of real or affected piety, 
are held most essential, which must be noted in my next, which 
T hope will terminate my labours for the present, as when truths 
are promulgated, very little of verbosity is necessary. But | 
have to conviace you not only that there is no injustice in re- 
ducing the taxes to the amount of the year 1792, nor breach of 
national faith, but on the contrary, that to continue them is to 
incur the guilt of both the one and the other, 
A FREEHOLDER. 
(Letter H. will be given in our next Number.) 





~~ 





NOTTINGHAM PERMANENT SUBSCRIPTION FUND, 
FOR THB RELIEF OF PERSECUTED FRIENDS OF REFORM. 
(Established November, 1820,) 


Nottingham, Movember t 61h, 1822, 

Scr, 

The Committee of the Nottingham Permanent Fund 
will esteem it a favour, if you will again oblige them hy inserting 
the enclosed Report in an early number of the Black Dwarf. 

It may be proper to explain, that of the sum entered in the abe 
stract as having been remitted to Mr. Lewis, £10 was sent asa 
contribution towards the liquidation of his fines: of which Mr. 
L. will no dowdt send you a notification for the purpose of having 
it inserted in the list of donations published in the Dwarf. 

The Committee have it in contemplation to send to Mr. Lewis, 
prior to the expiration of his sentence, another remittance towards 
the payment of his fines; ite amount of which will not, however, 
it is probable, exceed £5 

We fear, that unless the Reformers in other large towns con- 
tribute considerably more in proportion to their numbers, than 
the Reformers of Nottingham, the aggregaie amount of Mr. Lewis's 
subscriptions will fall far short of the sum required. 

It happens, unfortunately for Mr. Lewis, that the Reformers 
here are, also at this time, busily engaged in raising subscriptions 
for Mr. Peter Watson, and Mr. Carlile and his sister; towards 
raising whose fines there is, we fear, still less hope that we shall 
be able to contribute our due share; notwilhstanding our convic- 
tion of the extreme hardship of the case, 

The contributors to our Fund, who, in general, are poor labour. 
ing mechanics, are painfully sensible of their utter inability to do 
justice to the claims of so many distressing cases as ate prescrited to 
their notice. 

The policy of the reformers in raising subscriptions to pay such 
fines as those imposed on Mr. Lewis and Mr. Carlile, is very ques: 
tienable 5 since it may encourage the judges tu adopt that mede of 
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punishiug political offenders, for the purpose of laying a sort of 
tax on the Reformers, and this, Sir, I think you will agree, is a 
mode of playing into their hands which the tools of corruption 
must relish exceedingly. On behalf of the Committee, 
Iam, with great respect, yours, 
ALFRED COX. 

P.S. The seventy pounds alluded to in the report, include fifty- 
ihree pounds to Mr. Hunt; and about twenty-three pouuds to Mr. 
Carlile. 

Some months since The Courier did us the honour to publish one 
of our Reports, which he copied from the Dwarf. 


A remittance for Mr. Watson will shortly be made from this 
iown. 


Abstract of the Accounts for the Quarter ending \1th November, 1822 











RECEIPTS. & wed 
Cash in hand «cccce ~cceeenes eortecser YW | § 
Subscriptions from the Wardle’s head «-+-+++-+e+++. 1 7 O 
from the Eclipse e+eeeeseeeveceees eeres T . 016 0 
from the Dolphin «<eesssesesersecsereeveves Se: -F- & 
from the Duke of York ----eessccccesceseeseee OLD O 
from the Newton’s Head + --eececsesseesacees 18 6 
from the Fox and Hounds -.-eseseseseeeseee L | 6 
from the Dog and Gun eeeessssecee eeereees .@ oS 
from District No. 4, (Bridlesmith Gate) -..++e+2 1 O 7 
from NO, 13 ccccccsccecccccccsecacss GQ Y Llé 
from No, 14 woccteccOcccccceccocccesse G § 43 
Donations received by tie Secretary --... covseeree § BJ O 
Balance in arrear e+cceecascesecccccceseseee & 15 11 
22 13 10 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Remittances to Mr. W. G, Lewis ----+esseeseessee 14 O O 
to Mr. T. Davison eeeesssceceeseee & O O 
to Mrs. S. Wright --++++ ecceseeees 2 0 O 
Reports Printing -:-esssseccsececessesseseerees O QF O 
Postage, &c, SCC APO ROE Eee EEereoserneseeesessses 4 10. 
22 13 10 


Summary of Accounts for year ending November 11th, 1822. 


RECEIPTS. 
Subscriptions received in Nottingham -+-++++++- 46 5 10 
from Derby Coe e eee sesneessssareeesesorsre Li 0 O 
Donations received by the Secretary «-+++-+.++++ 18 6 O 
Balance im arreag cccccrcccccqececcescccccos G 15 AS 


32 7 9 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Remittances to prisoners --ccsccccecavecessesee 79 
Reports Printing CCCHOC COOH SO e HF OHH Te eesesese?® 2 


Postage, &c, POCO cae eaeoeseresesetesesasessse BD 


=O 
One 





82 7 9 
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Tic Committee very respectfully submit to the Subscribers the Quar- 
terly Absiract, withthe annual summary of their accounts, and beg to 
observe, that although a consilerable deficiency appears ou comparing 
the amount of the receipts with that of the preceding year, they presume 
that this deficiency by no means iadicates any remissness in our friends, 
among whom, within the lasttwelve months, besides the contributions 
to this Fund, upwards of seventy pounds have been collected an ap- 
plied to other patriotic purposes. The Courier has attempted to stig- 
matize our institution as “an association for the avowed purpose of 
counteracting the operation of the law;” as if sentences to imprison- 
ment for political offences, besides the punishment of confinement and 
seclusion from society, were intended by the law and its ministers, to 
visit the sins of offenders upon their unoffending families, and to pre- 
vent their receiving, through the sympathy of their friends, any degree 
of that comfort and protection which the confinement of their parent 
makes it impossible for himtcafford! The law andits ministers express 
ro such intention ; and so long as corrupt hypocrites publicly combine 
for the avowed purpose of hunting down, by incessant prosecutions, 
every one who dares to publish opinions wiich those hypocrites think 
opposed to their interests, solong shall we think ourseives called upon 
by every feeling of patriotism and humanity, to exert all the efforts in 
our power, in contributing to alleviate the unmerited sufierings of their 
unfortunate victims. 

Signed, on behalf of the committee, 


J. DOUBLEDAY, J, WIND, 
M. COLCLOUGH, J. PARROTT, 
J. MORTIMER, T. HAUL. 


Committee Room Wardle’s Head, November II, 1822, 





MISCELLANIES. 





PROTESTANT FOLLY IN IRELAND.—Dr. Magee, the Protestant 
Archbishop of Dublin, appears anxious to widen the breach be- 
tween the Catholics and his flocks ; and for this purpose, has taken 
the indecorous liberty, of designating (in a political address) the 
Catholic faith in Ireland, as ** a Church without a religion.’ And 
an anonymous. partizan of this mode of irritating the feelings of 
the people of Ireland, has volunteered the insuit of placing a ca/f's 
head on the allur of the Catholic Chapel of Ardee! Both these in- 
sults are in the spirit of that of the late Lord Normanton, another 
precious Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, who allowed the Ca- 
tholic faith to be a religion, but one which was only fitted for 
“* kuaves and fools.” A cotemporary, who, whimsically enough, 
doubts, whether this be the evidence of a good, or a bad spirit, 
says the Catholics ought not to think themselves de/iberatety in- 
sulted by these matters. If, however, these are not deliberate in- 
sults, we know not what can merit such designation:—and we 
only wonder that the Catholic body will buy for such treatment, by 
the payment of tithes to the parishes who treat them in this man- 
ner. That amusing body, the Dublin Guild of Merchants, have 
given another display of their peculiar fitness for the duties of pub- 
lie discussion. They met, it appears, on Saturday week, * for 
the purpose of adopting such measures as should ensure the return 
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of R. Sulter, Esq.. as Representative of that Guild, in the Common 
Council’ of Dublin. R. Sutter, Esq., though a staunch supporter 
of the Orange polities in Church and Stale, had been a rejected 
candidate for honours from other Dublin companies. His most 
active patron ov this occasion, was no less extraordinary a per- 
sonage than Alderman Nuovent, matchless for his oratory, his 
Urangery, his diffidence, and his grammar; and who, on this occa- 
sion, spoke as follows:—** I intend to make a manly and open de- 
claration of my scnliments, not fearing either the Government or 
the Board of Aldermen. (Greaé applause.) 1 would ask whether 
you would allow a certain Junto in this City, to return every man 
who may be elected at this Guild? Every man who knows Mr. 
Sutier, knows that he has always supported every Protestant ques- 
tion, But the Government of the country is rather putting us 
down than keeping us up. The Government is sometimes Catholic 
and sometimes Protesiant, so that the good people of Dublin don’t 
know where to take their fire from. I don’t want to give the Ca- 
tholics aay civil power, until the Parliament is restored. I was 
always reared in one way, but I don’t see that any thing has been 
given uptotihe Protestants, 1 appeal to any man if I ever swerved 
from the Protestant interest. | have sot been fluttering about like 
a bird; Ido not want any thing from the Government. But some 
persons have been cutting throats with a feather. I admire Mr. 
O'Connell more than those who will give § Protestant ascendency’ 
in one place, and ‘ Catholic emancipation’ in another, If we had 
Mr. Peel here, there is neta man but would come round by half 
squares ;—but mind what 1 tell you—it will all come down on your 
own heads, You all see what was done on the question of King 
Wilham. Why, the windows of the parish Widow-house were bro- 
ken, and the windows of the Archbishop of Dublin were broken; 
hat mind, | say, these times can't last.”—Alderman Archer opposed 
the resolution, and moved as an amendment, ** That the resolution 
should be referred to the Union Committee, and that when the 
Union should be brought back, Mr. Sutter should be made Speaker of 
the House.’ lt may be requisite for some of our readers, towards 
adue understanding of Alderman Archers amendment, ‘ that 
bringing back the Union,” is an Irish figure of speech, which doe 
not mean exactiy © repealing the Union,” but bringing back te 
Dublin those outward forms and legislative ceremonies, which were 
carried away by the Act of Union. When the royal assent wa 

given to the Act of Union by the Lord Lieutenant, crowds of peo® 
ple assembied in the streets through which his Excellency drove” 
on his way to the Honse of Lords—* to see,” as they expressed it» 


* the Union pass by.” . 


Vacancy ror THE County or Derny.—A vacancy in the Re- 
presentation of this County having occurred, by ths death of Mr. 
Mundy, an invitation has been forwarded to Mr. Hunt, to present 
himself as a Candidate ; and the following has been handed about 
wmoug the frecholders ;—‘* A vacancy in the Representation of the 
County of Derby, having taken place, occasioned by the death of 
Mr. Mundy, and hearing that a sprig from the same tree of cor- 


ruption is now rearing itself in the blood-stained soil of my native’ 
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County, T take the carltest opportunity to acquaint you that at thc 
request of a great n'imber of the most independent Freeholders, « 
dispatch has been forwarded to Henry Hunt, Esq. who is just 
emerging from the Bastile of the Borough Tyrants, respectfully 
soliciting him to become a Candidate for your suffrages, on the 
broad principles of Annnual Parliaments, Universal Suffrage, and 
the Vote by Ballot.—When the Freeholders come to reflect that for 
more than Forty Years, like cattle at a fair, have they been bought 
and sold by the Whig and Tory Factions, they must surely think it 
high time to tear asunder their galling and degraded chains.— 
Castiereach, who brought slavery upon our Land; and who selected 
out our County for ascene of human slaughter, fell at length by his 
own hand—Y our late representative, Mr. Mundy, the abetter and 
supporter of every measure of the said Castlereagh, fell by the 
hand of death—But poor Brandreth, the victim of Castlereagh, 
fell by the Axe, by the hand of the Executioner ! ! !---Let it not be 
forgotten then, my brother Freeholders, that it was our living 
liampden, Heury Lunt, who at the time of these eventful State 
Trials, boldly stood by the side of Castlereach’s intended victims, 
and discovered the treachery of the leading Counsel, Cross, who 
has subscqucatly been preferred for the part he there acted. 
It now remains then, forour living Hampden, on the very ground 
where the horrid Tragedy was performed, to destroy the base Coa- 
littionof Boroughmongering Despotism in the County of Derby ! 
and those independent Freeholders, who prefer freedom to Bon- 
dage, willreserve the promise of their votes till Mr. Hants deter- 
mination shall be known.” We havenot heard whether Mr. Haat 
willaceent the invitation. 

Scoten Law.—The triubnals of Scotland are celebrated for the 
indifference with which they dispense with forms, when an object is 
to be gained. To many other instances of similar oppression, 
we have to add, the seizure of the Members of the Edinburgh 
Zetetic Seciety, in a most outrageous manner. The local autho- 
rilies, having been pleased to consider itas an Atheistical Assoacia- 
tion, the Sheriff and Procurator Fiscal, took the liberty of seizing 
the Members, with the library, &c. Mr. Wilson, the President, 
and the Messrs. Affleck were apprehended; and the rest wer only 
sulfered to depart on a species of personal recognizance, which con- 
sisted in giving their names and address. Among other charges 
avainst them, if is said they denied the divinity of Christ, and the 
utility of prayer. Well, we have two different Socicties in Lon- 
don, licensed to do this! They had also in their library various 
Deistical works, which are tobe met with to all libraries, And thes 
met every Sunday night lo discuss their principles! but what ts 
all ihis to the Sheriff and the Procurator Fiscal of the ** cude 
“town”? of Edinburgh? What right have they to interfere with 
such Meetings? 


Mrs. Wricat.—The committal of this courageous female to 
Mewsgate, at this time of the year, and with a child at her bosom, 
for were)y persisting that she was the best judge of the nature of 
the statement she should lay before the Court, to shew that she 
merited no punishment, appears to us * a rigour begond the law.” 
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We have since read in the Republican, (notwithstanding the threat 
of the Court against its publication) a verbatim copy of what Mrs. 
Wright commenced the reading ;—and we find only a rational 
appeal, couched generally in the mildest terms, against persecu- 
tion for matters of opinion. The persecution of Christ and his 
apostles is instanced as in point to the Judges, that what 
they deem truth was once treated as they are now trealing 
what they deem error:—and we have no hesitation in saying, 
notwithstanding Mr. Gurney’s threat, that he dare not bring this 
appeal before any jury, as in the least objectionable. The Court 
would consult its real dignity by following the advice of the 
ajostle to “ hear all things, to try all things, and to hold fast that 
which is best.” 

Naturat Propenstyiss.—The Naples journal of Oct. 29, gives 
ayery particular cetail of the uniform worn by the Ministers 
of State. The exact cut of the coat, the waistcoat, the button, the 
colour, and even the shane of the hat, are described. Thisis another 
proof that oature intended most of the European Monarchs for 
tailors, or men-williners» The petticoat embroidery of the Spanish 
King is well kiown., Napolean bears testimony to the skill of 
the Prussian and Wussian monarchs, in the art of making men lool 
like suldiers :—and fame is equaliy liberal in her compliments to 
another very great man, on his skill in cutting out, and decorating 
jackets, This is some consolation for there Royal artists in case 
of ang reverse of fortune. They will have an advantage over those 
who paint over their doors, “ tailors, &e. to Majesty.” They 
can exhibit—** Slops made here by Masesry iése/f,” 


Bawte, the notorious Bridle, has been sentenced by the Ceurf 
of King’s Beach, to—pnay a fine of ffty pounds!—aye marry, 2 
whole fifty pounds !—in orcerto teach future gaciers that they 
must not blister and strait waiscoat their prisoners at their plea- 
sure. We, ofcourse, are quite charmed with this “respective lenity 2” 
and when we read Mr, Justice Bailey’s exculpatory harangue— 
stating as how bridle “ had no exmiry against his vicdm’’—that 
the blister ** onty produced alitlle Tewporary vistress’-—that 
** nO EVENTUAL tNJurny was sustained by the prisoner” —we are 
absolutely delighted to find their is, somerores, sucha thing as 
mercy to be met with in our Courts of law. We cannot, however, 
butregret that others, and ourselves, paid a visit to that tribunal 
when this tender hearted feciing happened to be out of the way. 


The Brighton Gezelle very gravely informs its readers that the 
Duke of Cambridge, during his stay in that town, ** devoted two 
hours every day to practising on the violin, under tbe instruction 
of Kieseweiter. By the time itis his turn to mount ihe throne, 
we may therefore anticipate he will be a goed fiddler ! and qualified, 
perhaps, to lead the band himself on royal gala days. 

The Hereford Journal rezreis, that ** another instance of the 
desertion of a farm without the means of paying rent, or fares, or 
tythes, occurred last weck in that neighbourhood.” It is much 
more to be regretied that a farmer sould thus be driven from 
his residence by the operation of a system which absorbs all in the 
demand for rent, taxes, and tythes. 
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lO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ A Yorkshireman,” whom we should have noticed before, is mistaken, 
if he supposes we mean to ridicul2 the spirit in which Mr. Martin’s 
bill ts» prevent cruelty to animals was framed, We are always happy 
to find cruelty punished, and the brute creation rescued from the 
furv of brutes upon two legs. ‘Yet we do think there is something of 
ridicule attaching to the individual who can order his cook to flay 


eels alive, and then ran to the police office to complain of the beating 
of an ass. 


The scoundrelism that regulat>s the editorship of the John Bull, is too 
wellappreciated to require any observation. Mr. Theodore Hook 
willas soon repay the money which he took the liberty of lending 
himself (the thing has another name), from the public chest, as the 
known falsehood of his editorial labours effect an injury to the cha- 
racter of those whom he has pillaged in one capacity, and calumniates 
i another, But the prudish St. James’s Chronicle, an affected old 
maidenish sort of a journal, which has been delivered of as many 
lies, as any conscious sinner in private that ever disgraced petticoats, 
may have sume little effect in the falsehoods which it helps into 
existence, ‘The prudish scoundrelism that animates this paper, is 
precisely that which Sheridan has exhibited in the character of Mrs. 
Candour, in the School for Scandal, A mawkish affectation ofa “ love 

‘for order and religion,” which is only evidenced by déspicable cant 
about the one, and idle rant about the other, with an utter indifference 
to truth; when falsehood or misrepresentation is needed for a particu- 
lar purpose, are the leading points of this “ legitimate thing”—to the 
editor of, which we make a gratuitous tender of our contempt for his 
endeavour to degrade the proceedings at the Crown and Anchor 


‘Savern, on the celebration of the 28th anniversary of the acquittal of 
Hardy, Tooke, and Thelwall. 


Case oF Mr. Lewis,x—We are happy to say that the subscription 

for this gentleman has reached an amount which has enabled us 
t» dscharge the 501. fine to the Crown;—and if we were in pose 
session of the names of two persons who would become his securi- 
iies,the Lords of the Treasury would have the sole odium ofhis deten- 
sion after Wednesday next, when his term of imprisonment expires, 
This they will continue in despite of the positive pledge on the part 
of Aln, Lushington and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to Sir: R, 
Wilson, that his case shoula be taken into favourable considera!ion— 
a pledge that was given to prevent a clause from being introduced, 
which would bave freed him from all responsibility. But until secu. 
rity is given, they escape the charge of detention, and refuse to take 
his case into any consideration atall. We therefore request any of 
the friends of reform who are in a condition, and feel a disposition, 
to assist a most unjustly persecuted individnal, to favour us with 
their names. So many have been persecuted, that the circle of our 
immediate acquaintance as bail is exhausted; and we. are hence in- 
duced to make this general appeal. The security required is two 
persons, in the amount of 100). each, for three years, 


The remittance from Birmingham has been received; and willbe duly 
acknowledged in a general statement whicli will be shortly published. 
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